
Saint of the inhexistence

The historical deconstruction of the fortunes of Saint Rosalia, other than being a fascinating chapter in the invention of tradition, has ended by rendering her figure abstract, by making it a pure princople beyond the folklore that surrounds it. A saint therefore who does not historically exist, Santa Rosalia becomes for Serena Giordano the protector saint of the non-existent; those to whom history, in the form of secular and ecclesiastical powers, has denied the right of physical and legal existence or of public personality and citizenship. A saint, as she appears in the nine miracles of this exhibition, of clandestine migrants, of war victims, of soldiers who no longer want to kill, of citizens punished for their solidarity with the weakest, of the just fallen while defending the rights of others, of those condemned to the margins of society because their sexuality is not that of the majority. And so an so forth. Protector saint, then, of the invisible human life or of what is not seen even if under the eyes of all. In these miracles, Serena Giordano displays a deep sense of justice with recourse to tecniqus and materials deriving from unknown art forms or those placed on the margins by mainstream art critics: the ex votos, the so-called outsider art, caricatures and even simple objects that anyone can find in a toy shop or on the stalls around sanctuaries. The miraculous stories of Santa Rosalia arte achieved largely with objects similar to those offered by her devotees. I believe that if ever the Saint wished to glance at Serena Giordano’s exhibition, she would be more than satisfied with the way in which her activities have been celebrated.
(Alessandro Dal Lago, from the catalogue of the exhibition, curated by Giulia Ingarao, Duepunti edizioni, Palermo 2009)
 
 

Saint of heinhailonce

The Kol doconsucionof h s of St R, oher
hon bing o fxcinaing choplr i he ivenion of adion, har
anded by rendaing hor figre cbarac, by making 4 o pure
princople beyond the folor ha srounds 3. A s hareore
ho doss ot isrcaly e, Saro Rotlo becomes o Sarena
Gordans he protecir 6 o the nanisns thots 1o whom
Hiry in the form of secuor and sccesionical power, has
donid he g of phyical o lagol exivence or of publc
persncly and czanbip. A s, o she oppaces in the ine
i of i exibin,of condaine migan,of vor i,
of edirs who 1 ongerwont 10, o izans puishad for e
ldarty it the ke, o h i foln whie defending the
ights of ohers, of hes condamned 1o the margins o socily
ecouse e ety i ot thot ofte oy, And 0 0n 30
forh. rotectr s, then, fthe vl humn e o of whot s
et s aven 1 undor o ayes of el In s i, Sarne
Gordano doploys o deap sase of fsice i racou 1o

Tuciqus and mswils dring o uknown ot forms o hose
Plced onthe morgins by mainreom an s e ox ooy, he
socolled cuder on, cacanres ond even snple obec et
nyone conind i a1y op o o the ol aroed soncories

The mrocelous sries of St Rtk ot achieed argely vih




